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Welcome to what has become a
‘semi-decennial’ look into the
future of drug discovery and

development.
Regular readers will recall that in 2005

Drug Discovery World published DDW
Insights as a supplement to the 2005
Summer issue. The concept was quite simply
to invite a select number of senior executives
from pharma, biotech, academia,
consultancies and technology platform
suppliers to gaze into their crystal balls and
tell us where they thought drug discovery
and development would be in five years’
time. Well it is five years’ time and here we
are, a bit older, maybe a little wiser, but still
surviving in this crazy world that is drug
discovery. 
While many of the original authors have

moved on to pastures new, some toasting
their success others not, you will see that I
have tracked down quite a few of those who
contributed five years ago and have managed
to persuade them to write again while, at the
same time, bringing in some ‘new blood’ to
widen the breadth of opinion.
Once again I have invited senior

executives from technology platform
suppliers to offer their opinions. There is
no doubt that pharmaceutical companies
are now critically evaluating new
technology more than ever before and the
need for both parties to work closely
together to enable faster, more accurate
discovery and development processes has
never been greater.
Looking back it goes without saying that

pharmaceutical companies have experienced
a tumultuous five years with many of the
prophecies contained in the last DDW
Insights coming to fruition. 
We’ve seen the unprecedented

consolidation of drug discovery companies
to enable the shoring up of limited drug

discovery pipelines, the diversification of
small molecule portfolios and the acquisition
of pipelines for the development of
biologicals notably in the area of
immunotherapeutics. 
The rapid closure of in-house R&D

centres and the outsourcing to CROs in
India, China and other low cost areas has
been another widely predicted but
nevertheless tectonic shift within the
industry. Within pharmaceutical companies
specialist therapeutic business units are now
becoming the norm creating a need for them
to work with, and indeed invest in, external
CROs, academic scientists and partnerships
with biotech companies.
While the full promise of personalised

medicine has not quite been realised,
biomarkers and companion diagnostics as a
whole are now offering not just
improvements and success in clinical
research, greater speed to market and an
increase in new drug launches, but also
potentially lower research and healthcare
costs and, most importantly, more
efficacious patient outcomes.
The struggling global economy coupled

with international and regional political
pressures will certainly have an impact on
the pharmacoeconomics of new drug
approvals and the pharmaceutical company
of the future must learn to listen to the
consumers, healthcare providers, analysts
and investors’ issues and needs, enabling
them to lead and not just react to this ever-
changing healthcare landscape.
While the future looks tough for the

pharmaceutical industry and drug discovery
and development in particular, there is no
doubt that those companies that are willing
to radically evaluate their business strategies
and enable change will be in a much better
position to reap the unprecedented rewards
that are still ultimately out there.
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We hope you enjoy the various
predictions contained herein and we’d like
to thank all of the authors for their
contributions. Who knows what delights life
has to throw at us over the next five years
but I hope, as last time, we all remain
healthy, still in business and can look back
with pride as to what we have achieved for
the good of mankind. DDWi


