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When we launched Drug
Discovery World nigh on five
years ago our vision for the
industry, along with many of the
more eminent executives within
the business, was in many ways
spot on but, in a lot of cases,
somewhat different to what has
transpired. Indeed, I wish I had
recorded at that time many of
the conversations I’d had with
numerous CEOs and CSOs of
both pharma/biotech and
vendor companies to see how
their vision of the industry half
a decade later had panned out.
Of course, then we were in the
throws of unravelling the
human genome and have since
been bombarded by numerous
‘omics’ and technology
platforms all promising to
transform the drug discovery
and development process with
the view to producing a plethora
of new medicines. This, of
course, hasn’t happened at the
rate that many of the
uninformed had hoped for,
although there is now evidence
that these ‘technologies’ are
gradually having an impact. It
may of course take a little bit
longer to fill up the discovery
and development pipeline and
bring a smile to investors’
faces. 
Unfortunately, in the

meantime the pressures are
continuing to mount on

pharmaceutical companies not
only to find new drugs (which,
undoubtedly, isn’t as easy as it
was!) but also to find these new
drugs under the cloud of tighter
research and development
budgets, greater regulatory
constraints, an enormous
expectation from governments
and patients alike for
affordability, safety and efficacy
while, of course, returning the
right financial rewards to keep
the shareholders happy.
Biotech companies are also
suffering from these pressures
because unless R&D
productivity can be seen to be
improving, then investment in
early stage Biotech companies
will continue to suffer. This can
only have a negative impact on
discovery and development as
the industry now places a great
reliance on Biotech’s speed and
ability to get compounds to the
market. 

Doom and gloom or is there a
bright future?
I stated earlier that I wish I had
recorded some of the
conversations that I’d had with
some of the more eminent
people within the industry five
years ago. So with that in mind
and to celebrate half a decade
of publishing in this field we
thought we’d put down on
record some of the views of an
invited selection of executives
and ‘visionaries’ as to where
they feel the pharmaceutical
industry and more particularly
drug discovery and
development will be by 2010. I
have also specifically included a
chosen number of views from
CEOs of lifescience tools and
services companies as they will,
undoubtedly, play a major role
in driving the process over the
next few years. 
I am sure you will find their

views not only fascinating but
also an honest and objective
insight into the many of the
challenges we face now and the

potential for a thriving industry
in the future if those challenges
are met. I would like to extend
my warm thanks for all of their
contributions.
One can only hope that in five

years’ time we will all still be
healthy, in business and able to
take a look at how it all panned
out and, of course, how much
we got right, or not, as the case
may be! ■
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