
In the first two issues of Drug Discovery World we have

included a series of articles reviewing many of the tech-

nologies which will have an essential role to play in exploit-

ing the remarkable scientific advances of the last few years in

the inexorable search for new, safer and more effective medi-

cines. The point has been made repeatedly by our authors that

even such a remarkable achievement as the elucidation of the

human genome is but the beginning of a new era. To borrow a

phrase used by Dr David U’Prichard in our Fall 2000 issue,

‘exploiting the fruits of the human genome’ will require time,

money, new strategies for R&D as well as the involvement of

genomics, pharmacogenomics, proteomics, informatics, high

throughput screening, combinatorial chemistry, etc.

In this issue of DDW we continue the theme of exploring the

impact these recent advances will have on the pharmaceutical

and biotechnology industries – not just on R&D organisations

but more widely throughout companies. Some of the articles

included here perhaps represent somewhat less conventional

and more questioning views. We have encouraged our authors

to be controversial in the interest of stimulating productive

debate. We would be delighted if this debate took place in the

correspondence columns of our publication and I repeat my

appeal for contributions from readers to these columns.

We have tried not to devote our pages exclusively to the

human genome and related matters. Important as these

undoubtedly will be in drug discovery and development in the

next decade or so, other approaches still represent legitimate

and potentially fruitful approaches to drug discovery. In our

two earlier issues we have, for example, included articles on

plants as sources of new medicines and on therapeutic vaccines

or ‘pharmaccines’. We shall, no doubt, return to these subjects

– there are exciting developments in both of them.

It is clear that some, perhaps many, of the potential new

drugs likely to emerge in the coming years are unlikely to be

susceptible to so-called ‘naked’ delivery. Much work will be

needed to devise new systems, perhaps using less conventional

routes of delivery. We include an article introducing this subject

and we intend in future issues to deal in more detail with some

of the more imaginative approaches. Incidentally, some of these

new methods may be used to improve the profile of existing

drugs. This is still a perfectly good approach to producing use-

ful medicines.

Much early stage research is still carried out in large compa-

nies and is financed by them. Ideas generated within academic

and research institutes require external funding if their poten-

tial is to be explored adequately and expeditiously. Venture cap-

italists have played, and continue to play, a role in this. We

include the first of what we expect to be a series of articles on

funding, especially of early stage research.

May I take this opportunity of reminding readers that if you

do not complete the FREE subscription form contained herein

then we cannot guarantee future copies, so please fill in the

form TODAY and fax or post it back to us.

Dr Roger Brimblecombe PhD, DSc, FRCPath, FIBiol
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